
https://epaper.indiatimes.com/timesepaper/publication-mirror,city-mumbai.cms

he’s not wielding scalpels 
or publishing papers, Dr 

V Srinivas of Hinduja Hospital turns 
storyteller. The celebrated urological 
cancer and robotic surgeon has just 
released his third novel, A Tale of Two 
Friends, following A Tale of Two Home-
lands and A Tale of Two Medics. Set 
against the crackling political climate of 
the United States, it follows two child-
hood friends from India—a Republican 
doctor and a Democratic lawyer in New 
York—whose bond is strained by ideol-
ogy, wrongful arrest, and courtroom 
fi reworks. “At its heart, the story is 
about friendship and how it can survive 
even when everything else divides us,” 
Srinivas told this diarist. Written in six 
brisk weeks after a recent US trip, the 
novel slices deftly through politics and 
philosophy to explore the fragility—and 
endurance—of human connection.

Mumbai chapter of SOAS (School of 
Oriental & African Studies) alumni 

turned up at a glittering Andheri fi ve-star 
on Friday night for an evening of shared 
nostalgia. The gathering, put together 
with help from art collector Rashmi Jolly, 
drew visiting SOAS heads Ben Siddall-Jones 
and Eddie Bruce, who were soon deep in 
conversation with former students. “SOAS 
gave me the foundation for everything I 
know about  art history,” Jolly told this 
diarist. “The access we had to the British 
Museum’s archives and curators was 
simply unparalleled.”

Incidentally, the group recently honoured 
Javed Akhtar—though he couldn’t make 
the Mumbai reunion, being away in Chennai. 
Jolly’s bond with SOAS runs deep: she takes 
the Khushwant Singh Literary Festival 
(KSLF) to its Brunei Hall each year, where it 
draws a full, enthusiastic crowd.

Sketchy business

just discovered 
what Mumbai 

has known all along — our 
Art Deco is world-class. 
Atul Kumar, founding 
administrator of the Art 
Deco Mumbai Trust, delivered 
a show-stealing lecture at 
the World Congress on Art 
Deco, hosted by the Paris Art 
Deco Society. Kumar, who has 
built a public directory mapping the 
city’s Deco heritage, said he drew on 
stories of the Holkars of Indore “to 

showcase the infl uence of 
Indian princely patronage 
in bringing Europe’s fi nest 
artists and designers to 
shape a modern Bombay 
that refl ected an Indian 
spirit and sensibility.” 
He also spotlighted the 
roles of émigré mentors 
Walter Langhammer 
and Rudolf von Leyden in 

shaping Indian modernism. From the 
sound of it, the Parisians were très 
impressed.

Concrete ambition

Cutting edge fi ction

Banerjee — artist, 
graphic novelist, 

and chronicler of urban absurdities 
— who has been in Berlin since 2010 
– though he insists he’s “mentally 
still in Delhi” – has been hard at 
work on a 270-page graphic novel. 
Absolute Jafer, which will be out this 
January, took three-and-a-half 
years to fi nish, your diarist hears. 
Drawing partly from his own cross-
border marriage, the book unpacks 
the myths of migration — those 
hand-me-down tales of the honest, 
orderly West where people return 
lost wallets and fl oors are clean 
enough to eat parathas o¢ . “Writing 
a book should be unlawful,” he 
laughs. “It shaves o¢  years of your 
life and leaves you in an economic 
hole. I dream of being a performance 
poet instead — a week of prep and 
you’re done.”

SARNATH

Kareena’s glow and Saif Khan’s no-nonsense gaze can make even a drive from the airport feel cinematicHead over wheels

was once the life of the cocktail 
circuit, a face that lit up fl ash-

bulbs before discovering that sanctity 
photographs better than sequins. These 
days, she glides from fundraiser to 
foundation, dispensing benevolence with 
the poise of a woman reborn—children, 
women, the elderly, even strays—no 
cause too small for her halo. Now, her 
progeny, equally ambitious but in a dif-
ferent idiom, has been busy refi ning the 
gloss: new cheekbones, new waistline, 
new enterprise, all curated to imply 
substance beneath the shimmer. Yet, 
for all the polish, the story feels stub-
bornly familiar. Suitors come, smile, 
dine, and drift towards matrimony 
elsewhere. Now, with a storied name 
hovering on the horizon, she’s got her 
hopes up again. Problem is, in this city’s 
social ascent, even the fi nest silks can’t 
quite hide the ropes.
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