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101938, Maharao Umed Singh Il of Kotah constructed Kotah House in Delhi in the Art Deco style
by commissioning Mumbai-based architects Master, Sathe, Bhuta and Company.

SAVING LIVING
HERITAGE

I {frum the 1930s-40s being torn down

over the yearsin most Indian cities. One of the
biggest roadblocks to conserving thisform of
architecture lies in sensitising people inhabit
ingan Art Decostructure to the importance of
thebuilding. In Chandni Chowk. it look archi-
tects Geetanjali Sayal and Prashansa Sachdeva
months of persuasion 1o enter homes, take
photographs and ask questions. “Tt takes sev-
eral conversations with owners to convince
them that we are not here to take over their
residences. Often, the land isinvolved in legal
conflicts. People are not open tosharing infor-
mation,” says Sayal. This makes documenta-
tion a slow process but a rewarding one.

How challenging is it to conserve “living”™
heritage ina metropolis like Mumbai where a
burgeoning population adds to the urban
pressures? Atul Kumar of Art Deco Mumbai
Trust says Mumbai is no different from cities
such as New York, Hong Kong or Miamiin the
housing shortage, cnmmercia] considerations
and the ise land
assets. IUsnowonder then Itn(lhelastmupk
of years have seen redevelopment at an

pace. “Thereis litth

ampant redevelopment has resultedin ‘ in the last seven years, “It’s ironic that in the
both private homes and public buildings |

centenary yearof Art Deco, the Secunderabad
Railway Station, a famous Art Deco building,
was demolished in February,” says Murthy,
whose team found old images and evidence in
the debris. They have documented other Art
Deco buildings in Hyderabad and are likely to
publish a two-volume book on Art Deco of
Hyderabad soon.

The change in attitudes is coming about,
albeit slowly. “An interesting pivot is that peo-
pleare approachingus with the idea of getting
their buildings graded in order to protect
them,” says Kumar. “We are workingon those
suggestions and have written to government
organisations.... People want to restore these
properties to continue inhabiting an Art Deco
structure, They appreciate the high ceilingsand
windows, the flow of natural light and the cross
ventilation. Many are realising the charm of Art
Deco as opposed to newer developments,
which might be a plush building with a fancy
lobby and gym, but the layout of the home iiself
isconstrained,” explains Kumar.

The Art Deco Mumbai Trust has been hav-
ingo ions with inhabi f Art Deco
structures on sensitively repairing and restor-
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property. Whemheﬂonrspacemdexisyour

ing their build; and has worked on 15-16
such structures so far. “The objective s to pre-
serve lheaulhenliatyof the building by sug-
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usable while disregarding everything else,”
Kumar says.

‘l‘hepmblnrnhasln r.llef‘n:l l]latma‘tArl

inter appropriate
use of materials, and incorporating archival
research into the restoration process,” men-
llont !II!' trust's webdte.
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has found a fanbase in film
production designers. “Someone wantedaref-
erence of a beautiful elevator cage for their
ﬁlm and found itin 1 our archive, as did the

Krishna Prasad concurs. She knows property the per Jubilee (2023),"
min()tennmvmoareamoﬂhevalue says Kumar, “Today, amodern interpretation
::knxl‘ build n':i:mimhe itasthey of.\rl[')v'i'cocanbeseenmnewresumma‘
resources Lo structure, design which may not be doing it consciously
“It is also difficult to find trained artisans to hnmmkingl!t'hlﬂnmﬂ\eswmmdings.
mﬁoredemenmmchmﬂnemnﬁhindtu- The isthat therep is
razzotiles, The auth ay | more Western than vernacular and tropical,
slowly. Iﬂhegovenmmlpwldwﬂupen- which has been the essence of the style in
ple for upkeep, with th taking Mumbai... There are i ting
partafthe coat. it would be worth it sh & he pastand thep g sk
hulldl:plmehamdumﬁhui in the city.” — Avantika Bhuyan

https://www.livemint.com/mint—Iounge/ideas/1 00-years-art-deco-heritag
e-enthusiasts-conservation-architects-creating-online-projects-highlight-
regional-adaptations-11747981405371.html
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