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Veteran theatre practitioner Anamika Haksar’s first feature film 
captures the syncretism of an old city

Of horses and jalebis SAMMOHINEE GHOSH
sammohinee.ghosh@mid-day.com

WHAT can a horse possibly 
have to do with the syrupy 

sweetness of jalebis? 
Those were our first 
thoughts on spotting 
the title of Anamika 
Haksar’s film, Ghode 
Ko Jalebi Khilane Le 

Ja Riya Hoon. Not 
hay, grass or oats, the 

diet-defying food choice 
for a horse bewildered us. 

It all fell in place when Haksar 
regaled us with an uncanny 
back story — the story of her 
aunt, a Civil Lines resident in 
Old Delhi, and a tonga-wala. 
“My aunt used to learn music 
in the area. Once, she hailed 
a tonga-wala for a ride back 
home, and he declined saying 
he is on his way to feed jalebis 
to his pony. The anecdote was 
shared with me when I was 16, 

but it stayed on,” she recounts, 
adding that her memories of 
Delhi mimic a similar mystique  
and sarcasm.  

Haksar’s first fea-
ture film has travelled 
across the world be-
fore it releases on 
screens in Mumbai 
today. A non-lin-
ear film that 
employs pho-
tography, vid-
eography, ani-

mation and elements of magic 
realism, the piece intends to 
stand out as a people’s nar-
rative. “It is a tale with mul-
tiple voices. On one hand, 
the character of a pickpocket 
takes viewers through the un-
derbelly of Delhi and on the 
other, a heritage walker takes 
you through history, art and 
culture,” Haksar adds. The di-
rector wanted to portray the 
syncretic aesthetic of an old 
city that is an emerging con-
fluence of locals from inter-
secting backgrounds. What’s 

that one thing she wants 
her viewers to expect? 
“Nothing. I don’t want 
them to predict before 
watching. I want them 

to submerge themselves 
in the experience.” 
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When Art Deco 
meets Bauhaus

SUKANYA DATTA
sukanya.datta@mid-day.com

IN the 1930s, in two 
different corners of 
the world, Mumbai 
(then Bombay) — 
and Tel Aviv were 
witnessing a spurt of 
new, modern buildings, 
fuelled by a high demand 
for housing. In Bombay, Art 
Deco buildings started dotting 
the landscape. Meanwhile, in 
Tel Aviv, an avant garde style 
of architecture — called the 
Bauhaus or international style 
— began taking shape. Perhaps 
unknown to the architects of 
the era, the two distinct archi-
tectural styles, although sepa-
rated by a distance of over 4,000 
km, are strikingly similar. And 
a new exhibition in the city will 
capture these resemblances, 
and contrasts.

Art Deco x Bauhaus: Archi-
tecture Moderne will feature 
nearly 28 panels of photographs 
of buildings from both the cit-
ies. It is presented by Art Deco 
Mumbai, the Consulate General 

of Israel, Mumbai, and Bauhaus 
Center Tel Aviv, in associa-

tion with Sir JJ College 
of Architecture. The 
initiative also marks 
30 years of diplomat-
ic relations between 
the two countries. 

Atul Kumar, founder 
trustee, Art Deco Mum-

bai, shares that the idea is 
to create an urban dialogue 

between Tel Aviv and Mumbai. 
“Both the cities are along the sea 

and were developing around the 
same time in the ’30s. Both are 
UNESCO World Heritage Sites, 
too. Despite the same timelines, 
the architectural styles are dra-
matically different. Yet, the two 
urban sprawls — the Art Deco 
precinct in Mumbai and White 
City, Tel Aviv — have so many 
similarities,” he adds.

Taking us through the history 
of Bauhaus, Dr Micha Gross, the 
founder of Bauhaus Center Tel 
Aviv, explains that after World 

War 1, there was a revolution in 
Europe — not only in the polit-
ical sense, but in the aesthetic 
sense, too. “Ideas of democracy 
spread across Europe. We see 
this change reflected in the 
architecture — the buildings 
don’t show decorations any-
more, or differences between 
social layers and classes,”  
he informs us. 

Tel Aviv’s Bauhaus archi-
tecture reflects this approach. 
But how did this modernist 
style travel to Israel? “This was 
connected to the situation in 
Germany when the Nazi gov-
ernment rose to power. Several 
Jews fled to Israel [among other 

places]. So, there was a need to 
construct dwellings to house 
the refugees,” Dr Gross tells 
us. Simultaneously, Bauhaus, a 
leading design school in Ger-
many, had to shut during the 
Nazi regime, reveals professor 
and curator Mustansir Dalvi. 
“A lot of the people involved in 
the Bauhaus were Jewish. Many 
of them moved out of Germa-
ny and settled in places like Tel 

Aviv, where they set up their ar-
chitectural practices, construct-
ing avant garde buildings.”

At the exhibition, the photo-
graphs are curated across ty-
pologies and themes, including 
hotels, schools, offices,  residen-
tial buildings and the usage of  
reinforced concrete construc-
tion (RCC), so that viewers can 
make a comparative study. Each 
panel is accompanied by notes 
penned by Dr Gross and Dalvi 
that set the context. The duo 
remark that it’s astonishing how 
these styles are so different, and 
yet so similar. “What this exhi-
bition shows us is that it’s not 
only Bombay or Tel Aviv, but all 
over the world, it was a period of 
great optimism,” Dalvi signs off.
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What connects two cities that 
are separated by over 4,000 km? 
A new exhibition compares how 
Mumbai and Tel Aviv house two 
distinct architectural styles that are 
strikingly similar 

A nOn-lInEAR film that 
employs photography, 
videography, animation 
and elements of magic 
realism, Ghode Ko Jalebi 
Khilane le Ja Riya hoon 
intends to stand out as 
a people’s narrative. It is 
inspired by a story that the 
director’s aunt had shared
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hotels

‘The exhibition is open-
ing new directions in  
comparing these archi-
tectural styles’ Dr Micha Gross
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