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What's special about Art Deco at the Oval?

In 2015, Professor Mustansir Dalvi curated an exhibition where students
of Sir 1J College Of Architecture documented the facades of the Art Deco
buildings in the Oval precinct. In his curatorial note, Dalvi stated that
these buildings are special as they demonstrate, simultaneously, a
collective language that creates an urban fabric while individually
allowing full vent to creative expression. This was the result of building
regulations that made all the apartment blocks toe the same frontage,
have the same height and floor lines, a prominent entrance and stairwell
and a clear line of flat roofs. However, even within these parametres, each
offered a different narrative syntax with its patterns and motifs.

Discover the architecture of the 1920s and

capture frames that make for great Instagram

posts at an Art Deco walk in the Oval precinct
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THE sharp geometric patterns,
rounded balconies and obsessively
symmetrical grills on the facades of
several buildings catch your eye
when yvou scroll through Instagram
and Facebook pages of Art Deco
Mumbai. Launched last year by Atul
K, it is a digital diary that documents
and showcases the Art Deco architec-
ture of Mumbai, along with advocat-
ing irs conservation, considering the
city is the second largest home o Art
Deco buildings in the world, after
Miami.

If you're keen to discover this ar-
chitectural style, dating back to
1920s, sign up for The Deco Walk that
will be conducted by the team at Art
Deco Mumbai, which includes archi-
tects, Prathyaksha P and Aakriti C. It
has been organised by Team Archi-
tails, a group of five students from
Thakur College of Architecture and
Flanning in Kandivali, who curate
city trails.

“The idea is to allow guests to cap-
ture the details of these structures,
which often go unnoticed even when
vou walk past them. This is the first
time we're conducting such a walk,"
says Amey Dalvi, one of
the founding members of Team
Architails.

The two-hour walk starts from Ra-
jeuru Chowlk at Owval Maidan and
ends at Eros Cinema. It covers 18
buildings in the neighbourhood, in-
cluding Moonlight, Oval View, Rajjab
Mabhal, Fairlawn, Court View, Shiv
Shanti Bhuvan as well as Eros The-

=

Fairlawn, a striking blue building on

M Karve Road, features sleek and curvy
balconies with banding highlights and
central vertical blue lines, which create a
tripartite symmetry

atre. "The Owval precinct has a unique
concentration of Art Deco buildings,
which are the most well-maintained
and well-restored structures. Since
all the buildings are in a straight line,
it's a wonderfully contiguous walk,
and with Victorian Gothic architec-
ture surrounding them, it makes for
a picturesque setting,” says Atul
Open to all age groups, the event also
includes photography and sketching
competitions,

Team Architails’ members Amey Dalvi,
Rohit Singh, Rishabh Jain, Milan Jain and
Shivalee Ghadigaonkar (foreground)

Located opposite Oval Maidan, Rajjab
Mahal is a residential building that was
built in 1930s by Merwanji Bana and
Co. It is known for its iconic blue-and-
green banding
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The ticket booking counter at Eros
Cinema. The structure, which was built
by architect Sohrabji Bhedwar in 1935,
is a classic example of ziggurat or
V-shaped stepped-style design

ON April 30, 4 pm to & pm
MEETING POINT Rajguru Chowk,
Oval Maidan, Churchgate.
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